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I am sure will give an effective answer.
A private concern has spent a large
sum of money on boring the deposits
and inquiries have been made from
America for the alunite. Apparently,
something has come of the samples that were
sent there. It would appear that some effort
is Dbeing made to stop the production of
alunite here, Possibly a factory could be es-
tablished at Collie, because the production
of aluminium involves a plentiful and cheap
supply of power. I support the motion for
the adoption of the Address-in-reply.

On motion of Hon. H. L. Roche, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 5.57 p.m.

Aegislative Hssembly,

Thursday, 14th dugust, 1941.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS,
Surcharge on Bulk Wheat.

Mr, SEWARD asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, In view of the fact that the
Midland Railway Company has abolished the
surcharge of 1s. 6d. per ton on bulk wheat,
will the Government Railways also diseon-
tinue eharging 9d, per ton on bulk wheat car-
ried over the Government Railways? 2, If
not, why not?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, No, 2, The additional rate per ton
does not reimburse the department for the
extre eost invelved in transporting bulk
wheat as ecompared with bagged wheat,.
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QUESTION—WATER SUPPLIES,.
Cupacity of Reservoirs.

Mr., WILSON asked the Minister for
Water Supplies: What is the holding capa-
eity, to overflowing, of :—Mundaring Weir,
Canning Dam, and Wellington Dam?

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLIES replied: Mundaving, 4,650 million
gallons; Canning, 20,550 million gallons;
Wellington (Collie River), 7,555 million
gallons.

QUESTION--DROUGHT RELIET.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
lands: As he stated in reply to a question
asked by me on the 12th inst., that Agrieul-
tural Bank clients who are holders of wheat
certificates for the 1940-41 scason, and who
received assistance from Drought Relief
Fnnds are not compelled to hand over those
certifieates, will he instruct the Agricultural
Bank Commissioners accordingly, and to re-
fund to the Bank clients any wheat dividends
wlready collected ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
The answer to the original question is “No!"’
The procedure adopted when reviewing
settlers’ nceonnts for earry-on purposes is
that full finance is arranged mainly from
drought velief funds, stock neeount and cash
in hand. The value of the whent serip is not
known at time of review, hut when known it
is used to replnce drought relief approved to
the value of the sum received.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motions by Mr. Wilson, leave of ab-
sence granted to Mr. Styants (Kalgooriie)
for one month on the ground of military sar-
vice; to Mr. Marshall (3urchison) for two
wecks on the ground of urgent public busi-
ness; and to Hon. P. Collier (Boulder) for
two weeks on the ground of ill-health.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Seventh Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. W. HEGNEY (Pilbara) [435]: I
think it was Shakespeare who said, “Be
checked for silence but pever be taxed for
speech.” I shall endeavour to strike a happy
medivm. It is not my intention to deal with
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all the matters outlined in the Lieut.-
Governor’s Speech, but I would like the in-
dulgence of the House while I refer to a
few matters of loeal importance and then
to one or two items which to my way of
thinking will stand discussion. I desire to
express appreciation to the DMinister for
Health and the Commissioner of Public
Health for retaining the serviees of the
Resident Medical Officer at Port Hedland,
Dr. Dick, On behalf of the people of the Pil-
bara district T wish also to express thanks
to the doctor for remaining as resident
medical officer for a further term. We know
that owing to war requirements the supply
of doctors is somewhat limited and, as a
result of an arrangement made beftween the
parties Dr. Dick, who is a qualified pilot,
will fly a plane to be made availahle to him
and will cover the Roebourne district in ad-
dition to the Marble Bar and Port Hedland
areas. I bring under the notice of the Min-
ister for Health the need for endeavouring
to arrange for a travelling dental surgeon in
the Pilbara distriet. The nearest dentist is
700 or 800 miles from Marble Bar and Port
Hedland and when dental attention is ve-
quired one is subject to considerable ex-
pense. If the innovation I have suggested
eould be made, results wounld be bheneficial
from the distriet’s point of view and I think
that the financial aspeet would be regarded
as satisfactory by the department.

A matter to which I would draw the atten-
tion of the Minister for the North-West is
the need for the completion, at the earliest
possible moment, of the bridepe over the 1e
Grey River. We have heard much lately
about the construction of the cast-west
road which is 2 defenee measure now heing
undertaken. The De Grey River bridge is
on the main north-south road from Darwin
to Carnarvon and Geraldton. One section
of the bridge has been construeted, but the
Minister who, like myself, has been over the
bridge only recently, will recognise the need,
bhoth from the State and ihe defence points
of view, of constructing the remainder of
the bridge. I know he is sympathetic and T
believe that an approach might be made to
the Federal Government for a special grant
to carry out this essential work,

I wish to touch briefly on a taxation mat-
ter that is exercising the minds of a number
of people in the Pilbara district. I shall not
enter into details of the tuxation laws except
to say that distriet allowances received by
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Federal and State civil servants, by railway
men, miners, construction workers and
others are taxed as income. The distriet al-
lowance is granted as compensation for cli-
matic and other disabilities to which those
employees are subjected. They have in-
formed me that they do not object to paying
their fair share of taxation, but they think
it unfair to be taxed on the district allow-
ance apart from the basic wage.

Mr, Sampson: Very unfair!

Mr. W. HEGNEY: Not only is the dis-
trict allowance taxed, bhut, when it is added
to the ordinary wage, it often brings the
rate of tax to a much higher plane. If the
Government intends te introduce any amend-
ment of the Aet, I hope this aspeet will be
given consideration. People in the north
are working under disabilities and we should
endeavour to encourage an inerease of popu-
lation in that area. In a small way a con-
erssion along these lines would assist.

I was impressed by the remarks of the
genial memhber for Claremont {Mr. North),
who made special reference tu the need for
informing the public of the truth regarding
Parliament and its functions. The time for
doing that is opportune, and I propose to
submit some facts which might help the hon.
member to put his desires into effect. We
know what the functions of Parliament are
and many people outside Parliament know,
hut unfortunately others do not take the
trouble to ascertain, the basis upon which
members are eleeted to the Legislature. I
think the people are justified to some ex-
tent in their protests. From time to time
we are reminded that there are 13 Houses
of Parliament funectioning in Australia. I
consider that there are at least six too many.
Before Federation became an accomplished
fact, the smaller States in population con-
sidered that they needed some safeguard and
consequently the Senate was made part and
parcel of the Commonwealth Constitution.
While members of the House of Representa-
tives are elected by the different States on a
population basis, the Senate is constituted
of an equal number of members from each
State, namely, six. The framers of the Com-
monwealth Constitution were doubtless sin-
gere in their desires, but over the years the
Senate has developed into a party House.
There is not the slightest doubt of that. We
find members from this State voting not with
other Western Australian members but with
their respective parties. No matter what
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party we belong to, we cannot deny that
faet.

Let me now refer to the position here and
in some of the other States. All the other
States with the exception of Queensland have
a sevond Chamber. In Western Australia
we have a second Chamber elecied on a re-
stricted franchise. In Vietoria members
clected to the Legislative Council mast
possess a property qualification, and those
entitled to have a vote for the Council in that
State are matriculated students, doctors and
lawyers, ministers of religion, and paval and
military officers. Members will note that the
shearer and the farm labourer have no say
in the choice of representatives in that
Chamber. A similar qualifieation operates
in South Australia to a large extent and
also in Tasmania; the Council in each of
those States is elected on a restricted fran-
chise. We hear much talk about democracy
and about rule by the people for the people.
In actual practice, that does not happen.
Before one may have a vote for the Legis-
lative Couneil in this State, one must own
property to the value of £50 & year or pay
rent to the value of £17 a year. To be
elected to the Legislative Council, one must
be 30 years of age.

Hon. C. (. Latham: That is if he wishes
to become a member of the Council.

Mr, W. HEGNEY: If we believe in the
adult franchise and in the principle that the
people should govern, there should be only
one House in each of the States and in the
PFederal sphere.

Hon. C. G. Latham: What would you say
if we fight the election on that?

Mr. W. HEGNEY : The Legislative Coun-
eil of Western Australia bas more power
than has the House of Lords. If a Bill is
sent from the House of Commons three times
and is rejected by the House of Lords on
each oceasion, that measure may become law,
That does not happen in this State, Any
Bill sent from this House to another place is
subject to the eriticism of members there,
and if another place elects to amend, alter
or reject the measure, the Assembly has no
alternative to accepting the decision.

Hon. C. G. Latham: The franchise is
totally different.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: If we are going to
have rule by the majority, we should have it
definitely. I find that the total number of
electors on the roll for the Legislative As-
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sembly at the last election was 265,987, and
the total number of votes recorded was
205,738. Those people had a say in return-
ing members to this Chamber.

Hon. C. G. Latham: How many do you
represent ?

Mr. W. HEGNEY: There is such a thing
as quality besides quantity. In connection
with the Legislative Council the number of
votes recorded was 32,817. The number of
electors in the contested provinces was
82,060, and the number of votes recorded
was 32917, The actual position is— the
Leader of the Opposiiion can sneer—ihat
the will of 32,917 people can override
the will of 205,738,

Mr. J. Hegney: That is democracy.

Hon. €. G. Latham: Do you say I sncer
because I interject?

Mr. SPEAKER: I must ask the Leader
of the Opposition to keep order,

Mr. W. HEGNEY: Not only is the fran-
chise too restrieted, but the time is long past
when the people of the State should have a
say as to whether they favour the retention
of such franchise for the Legislative Couneil.
I have no hesitation in saying that the time
is overdue for the aholition of another place.
Tt is an insult to pecple of intelligence ihat
the will of those who elect memhbers on an
adult franchise ecan be thwarted by another
Chamber whose members are elected on a re-
stricted franchise, Over a period of years
efforts have been made to liberalise the fran-
chise of the Upper House, but without sue-
cess. Even men over 18 years of age who
were considered good enough, strong enough
and intelligent encugh to be sent oversea to
fight for their country, and to pay taxation
if they earmed a certain income, have no
right to a say in the constitution of the gdv-
ernment of the country. That is true. I
belicve the member for Claremont (Mr.
North) would like those facts made known
to the public.

Another matier with which I would deal
i3 closely related to the franchise of the
two Houses. I refer to the remarkable
apathy and indifference displayed by large
numbers of people of all political per-
suasions, wherever they may live. So much
is that so, generally speaking in Australia,
that it has been found necessary to intro-
duce a system of compulsory voting. There
was a time, years ago, when men and
women were prepared to shed their blood
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in protection of their right to a say in the
government of the country. Already there
is compulsory adult franchise for both
Houses of the Federal Parliament. Be-
cause of the position that arose, the Com-
monwealth was obliged to pass a law com-
pelling people over 21 years of age to exer-
cise their right in connection with the gov-
ernment of their country. Many people do
not value the heritage that has been handed
down to them. The only alternative to the
present form of government is a dietator-
ship, against the principles of which all
British eountries are fighting at present.
I appeal to the Minister for Edueation to
see that, in the course of the teaching in
the higher elasses of our schools, provision
is made for tenchers to outline to the boys
and girls about to leave school the prin-
ciples under which their ecountry is
governed.

Mr. Doney: I think that is alveady he-
ing done.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: Young people should
be educated with regard to the franchise
appertaining both to the State and to the
Commonwealth. I happened to find a hook
a little while ago written by Roy W. Grace,
entitled ‘“Wants and Welfare.”’ I eon-
gratulate the anthor of that volume. Cer-
tain principlezs npre defined in the book,
which I onderstand has been used to some
extent in our schools I also commend it
to adults. I was speaking to a man re-
cently who, though in a semi-Government
position, asked me how Parliament was
constituted, whether it was sitting, how
many Houses it comprised, and if mem-
bers went to Canberra. He has had a firgt-
elgss edueation and has one or two letters
after his name. I met another man a little
way from Perth who is working in the Com-
monwealth service at a salary of £450 per
annum. He asked me whether the Federal
Government was identical with the Com-
monwealth (lovernment, and whether the
Senate =nt here alongside the Legislative
Assembly. These are facts, and I mention
them in the endeavour to awaken the publie
conseience to a realisation of the powers
that rest with the ecommunity. The alter-
native to our present system of govern-
ment is a dictatorship. People arc pre-
pared to lay down their lives to fight
against dietatorships, and yet many of
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them have to be forced to exercise their
votes on election day.

I will not enter into details of the new
order, as it is called, because that subject
has been dealt with already by many
speakers, who have shown that they have
made a considerable study of the subjeet.
I was pleased to hear the remarks of the
member for Claremont (Mr. North). He
said that if a comparison were made be-
tween members of the party on this side
ot the House and those opposed to us, it
would be found that we were in agreement
on 95 per eent. of the matters that we deal
with. In other times of erises and depres-
gion, the remedy of our opponents, of
those who would cure the ills of society,
has always been to Jlower wages and
lengthen the working hours. That was the
remedy applied to the reconstruction period
after the last war, and it was the remedy
applicd during the last depression. I am
pleased to know that at least some mem-
bers of the party to which the member for
Claremont belongs have somewhat altered
their outlook, It is also reassuring to hear
the remarks of the member for Murray-
Wellington (Mr. McLarty), who yesterday
said that money would not be tight after
the present war, because it would be dan-
gerous that it should be so. It was very
reassuring to hear the hon. member speak-
ing in that strain. The member for Nelson
(Mr. J. H. Smith) said that the question
of interest must be tackled. Sueh remarks
indicate that at least some members of the
parties who are opposed to us rcalise that
we must get away from the orthodox be-
lief that has been held so long.

Myr. Sampson: You had better eome over
here.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I am pleased to have
this opportunity to pass these few remarks.
As the oceasion arises one naturally likes
to speak what is in one’s mind. All of us,
I think, are imbued with a spirit of sin-
cerity to do what we think is right. We
are all anxious to ensure, when peace is
restored, some better outlogk for the masses
of the people than has prevailed in the
past after wars, no matter how far back
in history we care to go. We cannot adhere
to the old order. Force of circumstances will
make the leaders of the nation provide work
for the unemployed. If half the people can
procure sufficient for all the people, the
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other half must not be allowed to fall by the
wayside. 'The probiem of produetion has
been solved; the question is now omne of
distribution.  This and other wars have
demonstrated that the present financial sys-
tem must be overhauled and that the State
must control the means of distribution and
exchange. Full and plenty will be available
for everyone in this country, and no one
should be allowed to starve or go short of
the necessities of life.

Dealing with edueation, one of the prob.
lems yet to be solved is the placing into
industry of our young people. That is a big
question, and whatever Government is in
office and charged with the responsibility,
I hope it will inquire into the possibility of
raising the school age to at least 15 or 16
years, 1 do not mean the three R.’s should
continue to he taught after the scholars
have reached the age of 13; but when it is
found that some children arve fiited for par-
ticular callings, instruction in those callings
should he given. Some may desive to take
up agriculture or to enter into other pri-
mary industries. By teaching them the rudi-
ments of the industry, they will be better
equipped for absorption into it on leaving
school,

A suggestion was made by the member
for Murray-Wellington {Mr. McLarty) that
industries were not being established in this
State becansc the premiums for workers’
compensation insurance were too high. I do
not think that is so. The industiries in
Victoria and New South Wales were built
up in past years under protection, before
Western Australia got a footing. I sin-
cerely hope, however, there will be no re-
version to the provisions contained in a Bill
introdueced into the Legislative Assembly on
the 13th May, 1931, by the then Minister
for Works, Mr. J. Lindsay. A comparison
of that Bill with the present law will make
plain the attempts made to reduce the
amounts payable by way of compensation
for injuries. For the loss of one leg at or
ghove the knee, the present eompensation
payable is £600. The Bill I have mentioned
provided £475 for that injury, a reduetion
of £125. ¥For the loss of a hand at the
wrist, the compensation at present is £600;
the amount provided in the Bill was £400,
and so on. That is not the way to secure
the eo-operation of onr working classes. The
medieal expenses allowed at that time, and
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still allowed, are £100. The Bill sought to

« reduce that sum to £32 10s. Fortunately, it

did not pass. 1 repeat that in my epinion
the reason for the failure to establish in-
dustries is certainly not because of our
Workers’ Compensation Act. I thank mem-
berz for the patient hearing they have given
me, and I trust that our deliberations this
session wil] prove of benefit to the people
of Western Australia.

MR, SHEARN (Maylands) [5.6]: Like
the previous speaker, I shall not traverse
all the matters whieh ordinarily onc would
deem to be of sufficient importance to
occupy the attention of the House on this
debate, Other members have referred to
the inereasing gravity of the international
situation, which is now threalening to affect
Australia vitally, so much so that we may
be in the theatre of war any day. That
naturally overshadows local considerations,
however necessary or urgent they may be.
In the cricumstances, we are not surprised
that the prineipal note struck in the Speech
of His Exeelleney the Licut.-Governor is
the activities assoeiated direetly with the
war and what our Government intends to
do in that regard.. That scems to have heen
the dominant theme of the speeches of
memhbers who have addressed themselves to
this debate. It is but right that we should
make voeal our anxiety over the eritieal
situation facing the British Empire. I am
glad to note that members realise now, more
then ever before, how important it is to
sink politieal differenees and make common
cause in our efforts to achieve victory .in
this conflict, as well as to make some sub-
stantial contribution to any plan of recon-
struetion upon which we may embark. We
shall thus worthily support those of our
relations and friends who have gone over-
sea to make sacrifices and endure trials and
tribulations to upheld the traditions of the
A.LF. of 1914-18. Those men played & con-
siderable part in bringing that war to a sue-
cessful conelusion and thus maintaining our
civilisation. All that was worth while then
is, so to speak, hanging in the balanee today.

There are some matters affecting my clee-
torate upon which T wish to touch, hut I
shall deal with them later when the Fstim-
ates are inftroduced. I may be pardoned,
however, for referring to a small matter,
which nevertheless is urgent. I have
brought under the notice of the Minister for
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Railways the long-standing nced for some
form of transport for people living in
what is known as the Peninsula area
of the Maylands electorate,  Members
will no doubt be aware that what I am
about to say is correet. Most of the
people in that area have been residing
there for some 25 years, but they have not
yet reccived proper transport facilities. The
Government in its wisdom has from time to
time granted transport facilities to other
districts, which in many instances had only
been settled for four or five years. These
distriets have been provided with most up-
to-date transport facilities, and in some
cases these have heen duplicated. I have
already made representations te the Minis-
fer on this guestion and have heen whola-
heartedly supported by the loeal authority.
I hope that even in these times of stress
this small matter will receive the attention
of the Government, The Minister does not
contest its legitimacy or urgency.

Reference has been made in the Press
to a matter of special interest to myseif.
The Commonwealth Parliamentary Commit-
tee inquiring into social questions, including
housing on a national basis, will, I undez-
stand, visit Western Australin for the pur-
pose of taking evidence. I have taken a
keen interest in this subjecl for many years,
even prior to my entering Parliament. I
hope the work of this committee, unlike
that of some other committees, will not be
in vain, but that a sincere effort will be
made to give effect to its recommendations.
Investors seem (o be disinclined to build
homes for workers in this and the other
States. The tenson they advance is that
they will not receive a sufficient net return
to justify the investment of their capital in
that way. Another factor militating against
the evection of workers’” homes is the high
building costs. The ordinary working man,
with his rclatively small income and family
responsibilities, eannot accumulate sufficient
funds to build a home for himself. The pro-
blem has heen aggravated by conditions
associated with poverty. This is a matter
which should have been taken up long ago
by the Governments of Australia. T am
pleased that the Federal Giovernment is now
proposing to deal with it as a national re-
aponsibility, and I hope it will not allow
matters to drift as they have drifted in the
past, when the responsibility was thrownm
upon the State Governments, who were
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not in a position to find the neces-

esary funds to tackle the project in a
satisfactory and comprehensive manner,
The reference 1 have made to this subject by
no means indicates my lack of appreciation
of the tremendous volume of excellent work
aceomplished by the Workers' Homes Board
and the .Housing Trust. 1 have personal
knowledge of the activities of both bodies
and realise the splendid work effected, par-
ticularly in view of the meagre amount of
funds made available to them.

Mr. Doney: They do not make many mis-
takes.

Mr. SHEARN: Rarely are mistakes made.
The men associated with the work are zea-
lous and take a deep personal interest in it.
I have had an excellent opportunity to ap-
preciate that, to an extent much greater than
wost members, hecause I nin associated with
a local governing hody. I have had ample
opportunity to gauge the enthusiasm and in-
terest imporied into the work hy the mem-
bers of the board and the trust. I am glad
to say they have done a splendid job. I
trust the resuli of the investigation by the
ecommittee to which 1 have referred will be
the lannching of a definite scheme, If that
is 80, 1 hope the Federal Government, from
an economic point of view if from no other,
will apprecinte the advisability of utilising
the organisation already set up in Western
Australia and other States, in giving cffect
to the project. To adopt such a course
would be not only eeonomical, but distinetly
advisable because a local body sach as the
Workers’ Homes Board knows the conditions
and requirements of the people of this State.
In those cireumstances that bedy would be in
a far better position speedily and satisfac-
torily to deal with housing maiters here than
would be pessible through the inaugural at-
tempts of any new organisation set up by
the Federal Government.

The contention may be advanced that
finanein! considerations will loom go largely
in relation to the project that its inaugura-
tion must necessarily be deferred. I recog-
nise the strength of that suggestion hecanse
of present-day conditions and the colossal
sums nceessarily expended in conneetion with
our war activities generally, and which may
have to continue for a much longer period
than that suggested by the member for Mt.
Magnet (Mr. Triat). Under the conditions
that may apply, there may be the pos-
sibility that taxpayers of Australia who re-
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quire homes will not be able to pay the in-
terest rate demanded, which assuredly will
not be the same as that charged hitherto, The
indications ave such that it may be fouad
possible to make greater use of the Com-
monweslth Bazk in the financing of a scheme
of such national importance as that of
housing the people. It could probably be
effectively Bnanced from that source, be-
cause the Commonwealth Bank could provide
the necessary funds. I eertainly hope the
problem of finance will not be allowed to
stand as a bar to the promulgation of the
scheme for the bunilding of workers’ homes.

Painting a rather gloomy picture, the
member for Buanbury (Mr. Withers) last
night made reference to the future as he sees
it, and commented on his conception of the
futility of the efforts of Parliament as a
whole, During the short time I have been &
member of this Chamber, I have had some
epportunity to judge the attitude usually
adopted by that hon. member. I am in.
clined to think his remarks last night did not
really reflect his considered opinion either
with regard to the fature or to Parlinmentary
operations. I am certain that, npon reflee-
tion, he would appreciate our aeceptance of
his remerks as having been made in & spirit
of levity rather than of sineerity. With
the multitnde of matters associated with the
war effort, I am convinced that, as some
speakers have already snggested, greater use
eould be made of the State Parliament. The
member for Pilbara (Mr. W, Hegney) said
there was extreme apathy on the part of
people of Western Australia regarding the
Parliamentary institntion, and intimated
that he had been asked a number of most
childish questions as to the activities of this
Chamber. I myself have been asked whether
the House was in session and what it was
doing, even when we were in recess. Every
member of this Parliament is possessed of a
sense of responsibility to the eommunity he
represents, and is only too anxious to do
everything in his power to apply himself
to the work at hand. If opportunities
to ensble him to do so are not pro-
vided through no fault of his own, then
any stigma attached to him would be most
unfair. Egqually would it he unfair if that
stigma were applied collectively to members
of Parliament as a whole. If the Govern-
ment here, and the Governments in other
States, acted correctly in these times of siress
and emergeney, Parlinments would be called
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together more frequently. I do not support
the contention that we should sit in con-
tinuous session, for I would regard that as
unnecessary, Oun the other hand, if Parlia-
tent were called together evewy two or
three months during the continuance of the
present erisis, I am sure there are matters
to which members might apply themselves
with advantage to Australia in general and
to Western Australia in particular. I say
that seriously, for I am convineed that we
should be applying ourselves to the many
problems that confront Australia. I ask
members and even Ministers themselves:
What do they know about the details assoct-
ated with the conduct of the war?

Mr. Wamer: Nothing!

Mr. SHEARN: It may not be practicable
to know everything. It would be guite un-
necessary, and even undesirable, that mem-
bers should disenss here, or even amongst
themselves, various aspects of the technieal
issues involved in the war effort. But that
does not by any means represent cverything.
What do we know about those matters affect-
ing the well-being of the troops overseas
with which we should be more fully aec-
quainted? We are told no more than the
people who gain their information through
the columns of the Press. Seeing that we
are representative of the people, we surely
should be told something about what is
happening in varions avennes. We are re-
sponsible to the people. Speaking for the
moment as a member of a local governing
body, what would ratepayers say if they
were told something was happening that
would affect their well-being, and when
they asked for some particulars, their
road board member could only reply
that he did not know anything sabont
it as there had been no meeting to
discuss the matter? There wonld be chaos.
I do not necessarily blame the Government
for the present position, but would like an
assurance from the Premier as to whether he
has endeavounred to ascertain if the Federal
Government was prepared to co-operate with
ns and allow the State Parliament to play a
practical part in the work of reconstruetion,
of which we hear so moch. We should be
preparing for the future now. We should
also be allowed to take part in some of the
activities associated with the war. I shall
not partienlarise; to members it must be
obvious to what I refer.
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‘Mr. Needham: What suggestions have
you?

Mr. SHEARN: 1 suggest co-operation
for a start. I do not regard it as idle or
futile to mention that not only in this House
but right throughout Australia there is every
indication, apart from a few malcontents, of
the convietion that a spirit of co-operation is
necessary in furtherance of our war effort.
Signs are not lacking on the part of all
political parties, of a sense of responsibility
and reeognition of the urgeney of the vital
issues associated with our future well-being.
I do not think my suggestion is futile or im-
practicable,

M. Watts: And that is that!

Mr. SHEARN: I have followed closely
the diseussion in this Chamber vegarding
shipbuiliting, war work and the production
of munitions. Reluetantly do I express my
regret that the Minister for Industrial De-
velopment has not taken advantage of the
opportunity to enlighten Parliament at this
early stage regarding what he has been able
to avhieve in relation to mattevs of import-
anee, to which reference has been made dur-
ing the debate. In view of what one member
of this Chamber has been able to do, it seems
inexplieahle to me that the Minister has not
attained a greater measure of suecess in the
task to which he has zealously applied him-
self ever since he was appointed a full-time
Minister to deal with indnstrial development-
al matters. He has associated with him a
numbey of skilled officers and he also has the
advantage of an energetic committee of busi-
ness and other men to assist him. To date
we have had no indication of any tangible
results attnined by the Government or by the
Minister himself, I am unable to believe that
the Minister has not made some real effor:
and attainted a measure of success in avenues
affecting our industriel development, but
it scems remarkable that it should hecome
necessary for the member for Irwin-Moore
{Mv. Berry) and other public-spirited per-
sons to sponsor the cause of this State with
the Federal authorities. To me that appears
to be deplorable. T shall not seek to defend
the Minister; he is hetter able to do that
than I am. While it may be suggested that
the rules of debate or our Standing Orders
preclude him from making a statement re-
garding the position at this stage, the fact
remains that the eolumns of the Press have
been available to him. Why is it we have
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not had a statement from the Minister? If
he has done anything worth while, surely
we are entitled to be so informed. If he bas
not, that fact constitutes a serious indiet-
ment not only of his work but of the Govemn-
ment’s lack of sense of responsibility to the
publiec generally. I hope the Minister will
he able to explain away the point 1 make
in u manner satisfactory to him and to
Parliament. We have the member for Irwin-
Moore giving notice of his intention to move
a motion dealing with this matter in order
that it may he transmitted to the Federal
Government,

Mr. Berry: What is wrong with that?

My. SHEARN: There is nothing wrong
with that; what I complain of is that there
should be any ecauwse for such a motion.
1 do not think the member for Irwin-Moore
is any move seized of n sense of his responsi-
bilitics than am I or is any other member of
the House. He has initiafed the matter,
which has aiso exercised the minds of others.
Unlike that hon. member, I and ofhers have
been awniting a statement from the Gov-
ernment indicating what it intends to do.
The Government of the State for the time
heing must accept the responsibility. We
are here to assist Ministers. Ever sinee I
have sat in this Chamber, members on this
side have freely offered to assist the Gov-
ernment in dealing with the activities of the
department and have, like hon. members op-
posite, shown great earnestness, sincerely re-
cognising the difficulties nssociated with the
subject. But when the matter of initiation
ig left to a private member of the House,
the matter calls for explanation,

Several members interjected.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

My, SHEARN: 1 hope the Minister will
be able to explain the position, when he rises,
and also state the reasons for what has
taken place. The five lines treating of the
matter in the Speech tell us absolutely noth-
ing. ‘

Some few months ago I had an oppor-
tunity to visit the Eastern States, but an
unfortunate illness compelled me to return
somewhat hurriedly. Nevertheless I had op-
portunitics, thanks to a speedy mode of
conveyance and the help of n friend, to
visit 2 number of factories engaged in war
production. I also had opportunities to
diseuss the subjeet with various officials,
whose names obvionsly I cannot mention.
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Western Australia’s difficulties arise from its
isolation, and from the fact that we have
been making only spasmodic contaet with
the East. That is the position. My investi-
gations in Kastern Australin satisfied me
that whereas the vepresentatives of Fastern
firms live practically on the doorsteps of
those controlling these projeets, Western
Aunstralia was represented only spasmoilicalily
in relation to her claims for contraets in
connection with war-time aativities. 1 am
convinced that while the Eastern States are
flourishing—on this every member who has
visited the East lately will agree with me—
a very different state of affairs prevails
here. Ome cannot walk up the street in
an eastern city without sceing activity exud-
ing from ecverywhere. A state of financial
prosperity exists there, whilst here we
have almost stagnation. Nevertheless we
have the materials and the men and the
inclination.

I know the Government wanis fo do
everything possible in this regard. My own
desire is merely that Western Austrahia
should take its part in connection with the
activities of war-time production, and
should set abont instituting industries. The
indications I gained and the impressions I
formed in Eastern Australia show that the
trouble lies in our not being sufficiently
pressing. Therefore I suggest to the House
and the Minister for Industrial Development
that it is advisable for the hon. gentleman to
be more insistent on our elaims being recog-
nised in the future than he has been in the
past. T may throw out this suggestion as
one means by which something of & more
definite and practical nature might be
achieved. Conditions being ss serious as
they are, our national existence being at
stake, our sons fighting oversea, it is intol-
crable that any business should be making
excess profits. Every business should be
satisfied with a return covering reasonable
eosts, such as depreeiation and other charges
legitimately associated with the industry. I
emphasise that no busiress has the right to
mnake large profits out of war-time activities.
My suggestion to the Minister for Indus-
trial Development, for his earnest considera-
tion, is that he should select from the Pub-
e Service of Western Aunsiralia a man
possessed of both initiative and teehnieal
skill. I feel that members who have been
here longer than I have and possess a wider
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knowledge of Government departments will
agree that such & man is to be found in our
Public Service. I am convinced that it
would be a worthy experiment teo appoint
the right type of officer as a lisison officer
with the Commonwealth. I would like to see
him permanently stationed in Melbourne.
If that is nnpractieable, he should be almost
permanently located there. In Melbourne
most of the important decisions are made
with regard to munitions. Under those con-
ditions I fecl sure that the Minister, assisted
by the committees associated with him, and
assisted also by the suggested liaison cofficer,
would bring about =& great acceleration of
effort, and that a greatly increased guan-
tity of orders for the existing factories of
Western Australin wounld result. Not only
that, but the creation of new industries
would result as well. I commend that sug-
gestion to the Minister’s earnest considera-
tiom,

As previous speakers have pointed out,
much has been said in this debate about con-
ditions that are to ensue at the conelu-
sion of the war, Every member will of
course recognise that so far as lies within
our power as & State Parliament we sub-
seribe not only to the idea of reeconstruction,
but also to other things which imperatively
require to be done if the conditions follow-
ing on the 1914 war are not to recur. We
realise also that this confliet seems to have
developed into one of almost entirely mceh-
anised warfare. Thus it will result that our
men engaged in it will come back—TI trust
very few will not come back—in the main
with a mechanised outlook. It should be our
duty now as a State, a duty to be embarked
apon as a national project in the spirit to
which the member for Perth (Mr. Need-
ham) referred earlier, to provide for the
passing-over to pence-time produetion of
those now engaged in war-time production.
At the same time we must provide for the
gbsorption of our returning men so ithat we
shall not have apain the tragie sequel of
the last war in the form .of unemployment
and dole conditions. I am convineed that if
all of ws apply ourselves to that effort, a
great measure of success will he achieved
much more speedily than some people out-
side wounld have us believe. When we begin
to do that in & practical way, we shall at
least achieve something, and shall not be
acensed, as we were rightly accused after
the last war, of not providing for a new
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deal and other economic changes, from
which fact arose the depression following
the war. As the member for Pilbara (Mr.
W. Hegney) said, even to the extent of re-
vising orthodox ideas we must realise that
a change is being brought about, whether
we like it or not, and that we must do
everything for this State in particular to
trate up those impending changes, and to
bend our individual efforts to bringing about
the advancement of Western Australia and
the unltimate peace of the British Empire
and the world as a whole.

MR, FTOX (South Fremantle) [5.41]: A
number of speakers on the other side of the
Chamber have made references to the
necessity of sinking party polities, T think,
however, that the only politics they desire
to sink are the Labour Party’s polities.
No charge ean be brought against the
Labour Party of not having done its nt-
most in the prosecution of the war. The
party, at its Interstate Federal Congress,
agreed to place the whole of its wealth and
its men at the disposal of the Common-
wealth Government for the proseention of
the war; and it has lived up to that pro-
mise ever since. I consider that a little
more unity amongst other political parties
is a preat deal more {0 he desired. There
is more disunity in the National Party on
the other side of the Chamber than there is
between the Nationalists and the Labour
Party.

Mr, McDonald: That is not eorreet. It is
quite wrong.

Mr. FOX: It is correct. How many mem-
bers of that party have kicked over the
traces about the leadership of Mr. Menzies?
What did Mr. Cameron say? And what
did Mr, McCall say?

Hon. C. G. Latham: I think the mem-
ber for South Fremantle had better stick
to State politics. Then he will be safer.

Mr. FOX: We have done our part fo-
wards the suecessful prosecuiion of the
war. The member for Perth (Mr. Need-
ham) pointed to the large amount of money
donated by various unions. In my dis-
trict the Fremantle Lumpers’ Union put
£1,500 free of interest inte the war loan,
and also took out the maximum allotment
of war savings certificates. Moreover, it
was quite prepared to take out more if
permitted to do so. Nothing ean be said
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against this. party as regards doing its
share towards the prosecution of the war
Our very existence depends upon the
winning of the war. Hitler's first action in
Germany was to wipe out the unions. Only
recently I was speaking to an Italian in the
conntry, and he told me that he had to get
out of Italy because he attended a meeting
where a member spoke against Mugsolini.
Machine guns were turned on the meeting.
This Italian added, “If I went back to Italy
I would be shot.”” We do not desire such
a state of affairs to be ereated in Australia.
Therefore we have something worth fight-
ing for. All of us are prepared to do our
utmost to see that the war is waged sue-
cessfully, as I have no doubt it will be.
I feel sure that all political parties are
prepared to use their best endeavours te
ensure that the British Empire shall emerge
victorious. Last night I asked the Minister
for Lands a question regarding weevil
infested wheat at Fremantle, because 1 am
concerned about the health of the men
who handle wheat on the Fremantle wharf.
We all know that bulk wheat is very dusty
at any time. A number of members from
both sides of the House one day went to the
Fremantle wharf and looked down the hold
of a ship into which bulk wheat was being
shot. All agreed that the wheat was very
dusty. Men have to go down a ship's hold
and shovel haek the wheat, and that is
injurious to their health. I am eoncerned
about the havoe weevils are playing with
the wheat at Fremantle becanse weevily
wheat is likely to be dustier than that
which is not so infested. I trust, if the
Minister for Lands has any jurisdiction in
the matter, he will do his utmost to ensure
that the grain is kept in as good & con-
dition as possible.

At the end of this wheat season we will
have about 1,250,000 tons of wheat stored
in Western Amstralia, That would be
sufficient to load over 200 ships. During
the last year only 35 ships were available.
If the same conditions prevail within the

.next few years, we will require at least

six years in which to ship the aceumulated
wheat, without taking into consideration
the fresh wheat that will be produced dur-
ing those six years. To keep that wheat
clean and ship it out of the State will be
a big problem. Recently, about 5,000 or
6,000 tons of wheat that had been stored
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at Fremantle from the previous season was
in suck -a bad state that it had to be put
throngh a cleansing process before it was
rendered {it, not for consumption but
morely for handling by the workers. The
diffieulty of keeping clean the large quan-
tity of wheat that will be stored during
the next six years will be readily apparent.
In the past Western Ausiralia had a repu-
tation for shipping good wheat from
the State. That is mainly due to the sys-
tem of sampling introduced by the Gov-
ernment. Al the wheat that went down te
Fremantle was sampled by men from the
Agricultural Department, and if it was up
fo standard, a certificate was issued.

We should be very careful of the repu-
tation of Western Australian wheat, and
make sure that none is shipped away unless
it contorms to standard. I know quite well
that in the past all sorts of wheat have been
exported. I worked on the wharf for a num-
ber of years and during that time I saw
trucks of wheat condemned and ordered off
the boat by the enginerr in charge; but when
night eame and the engineer in echarge
had left the hoat, the wheat was put
back. Thot should not be allowed to
happen. 1 do net say it is happen-
ing now but that was what took place when
I was working on the wharf. T hope no wheat
will leave Western Australia unless it is pro-
perly certificaied. We do not want to lose
our reputation for exporting good wheat in
the way we lost our reputation for ex-
porting good flonr. After the last war we
lost the greater part of the South Afriean
trade because of the inferior flour that was
allowed to leave the State. There was one
question T asked which the Minister did not
answer as I thought he should have answered
it. He said he bad a report on the condi-
tion of Western Australian wheat but it was
eonfidential and not for publication.

The Minister for Lands: The report 1s not
my property.

Myr. FOX: If it has been printed, I do not
see why it should not bhe made publiec. It
interests the whole of the people of Western
Anstrelia. We in Fremantle are very much
interested in wheat produetion beeanse to a
certain extent it is the lifeblood of the eity,
and provides considerable employment,
We have always held that view and
have been very 4anxious to help the
farmers. Tn years gone by we peinted out
ta the member for Avon (Mr. Boyle) how
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he could have saved thousands of pounds for
the farmers if he had co-operated with the
Lumpers’ Union in the handling of the sea-
son’s wheat. Stevedores used to get as much
for handling the wheat ag the lumpers did.
We .offered to do all the stevedoring for the
farmers. The farmers could have saved
more by co-operating with the Fremantle
Lumpers’ Union than by the .introduetion
of bulk handling.

Mr. Withers: They were a]ways shy of co-
operation.

Mr. Seward: They knew who conld handle
the wheat properly.

Mr. FOX: I bope it will be _possible for
the Minister to release that report and give
us an opportunity of seeing what it con-
tains. I am concerned about the position of
muarket gardeners in my eleetorate who are
handieapped as a result of petrol restrietions.
I know the Minister is alive to the need for
an adequate supply of petrol for the man on
the land. The people to whom I have re-
ferred bave to market their goods quickly.
They have to travel from Spearwood, Coogee
ond other distriets to Perth and Fremantle
twice a weck, and have to go to the country
for manures, cart it to the sidings and then
from the railway station to their farms.
Ailthough my distriet is very productive,
the market gardeners have to use an enor-
mous quantity of manure to secure their pre-
sent veturns. To do all the earting necessary
they need a good supply of petrol. Before
those who usc petrol entirely in the course of
their business are rationed, these using it for
plensure should have their supply stringently
reduced.

Mr. Seward: The primary producers are
stringently rationed already.

Mr. FOX: If there is to be any further ra-
tioning, it should not be at the expense of
people who have fo depend on petrol for
their livelihood. Wood carters whe go out
into the bush and supply the community with
firewood are aiso suffering. Their supply of
petrol has been considerably curtailed.
Many pecple have decided to increase the
size of their orders with a view to helping
the wood merchants who are in this way
obliged to make fewer trips to their cuns-
tomers.

Mr. J. Hegney: But in many instances it
is not possible to obtain more than a 5s. load
at one time,

Mr. FOX: To be in the fashion, I desire
to say a few words about the new order, con.
cerning which so much has been said.
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Myr. Thorn: Do you think we shall have a
new ordert )

Mr. FOX: I will tell the hon. member
later. :

Hon. C. G. Lathamn: Privately!

Mr. FOX: Consideration of the future iy
causing all of us a good deal of comeern.
When there is no longer any need for the
manufacture of munitions, many people as-
sociated with that industry will be dismissed,
and they, together with men returning from
the war, will be seeking employment. It is
true that at least 12 months may elapse be-
fore the Government and industry will have
the maximum amount of unemployment to
deal with.

The Minister - for Mines: They will turn
the munition factories into factories for the
production of other eommodities.

Mr. FOX: They may! In the past the
Government has had to find employment for
a number of men, many of whom have since
joined the Home Guard or enlisted for ser-
vice oversea. When peace spreads its wings
over the troubled world, those men will re-
turn to the ranks of the unemployed, and
unless a new order is established the Gov-
ernment will have increasing numbers of
people on its hands for whom it will have to
provide work or sustenance. This is the
time to begin setting our house in order. It
is no use waiting until we have thousands
of unemployed on our hands before we start
to do anything. We need to get in early. I
know the task is a big one. I am not aware
whether anybody has a eomplete plan to put
into operation. As a number of members
have already said, it is sll bound up with
the monetary system. But unless we have &
Commonwealth Government in power which
can plan for the future and is prepared to
put that plan into operation, we shall not
get anywhere. This war is being waged for
the preservation of everything we hold dear,
for the preservation of our very lives and
liberties, of Parliaments and democracy and
free speech—although perhaps free speech
has been curtailed a little even in Australia.

Mr. Hughes: Not Parliaments!

Mr. FOX: We are fighting perhaps for
the right to abolish some Parliaments if we
so desire. If a bad Government is in office
we can change if, but if we had a dictator
we could not change him.

Mr. Hughes: He would change us.

Mr. FOX: I suppose he would. I do not
know that T am prepared to prophesy when
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the war will end; it might last five years and
it might last ten. Some of the men who have
gone oversea will give their lives for their
country. Surely their dependants are en-
titled to a place in the sun after the war is
over! Those who risk their lives and come
home safely are surely entitled to expect a
decent standard of living! Those people
should be able to enjoy the amenities of
civilised life. Unless we make plans now
to ensure for them a decent standard of
living, it may be too late when the war is
over, .and then we will have nothing but
chaos, A great change in our social eco-
nomy is necessary if we are to establish a
new order, I believe I would he justified in
saying that rent, profit and intevest far ex-
ceed wages. The member for Hast Perth
(Mr. Hughes) may be able to tell me whe-
ther I am right, If we are to have an effee-
tive new order, rent, intevest and profit
will have to go to the National Government.
Years ago the Labour Party laid the foun-
dation of & new order when it established the
Commonwealth Bank. It also established the
Commonwealth Shipping Line and the Cor
monwealth Woollen Mills. The Common-
wealth Bank still exists, though it is not
functioning as was originally intended. The
Commonwealth ships and woollen mills were
ruthlessly slaughtered by the National
Party at the first opportunity, slanghtered
on the altar of private enterprise.

Mr. J. Hegmey: The ships have not been
paid for, either.

My. FOX ; No. The man who bought them
went bankrupt. They have never been paid
for and never will be. If we are to hold
Australia against all possible invaders, we
must have large shipyards; not shipyards
eapahle merely of huilding wooden ships but
shipyards capable of building modern liners.
We require the establishment of other large
industries as well. We should be manufac-
turing iron and stecl. We must have woollen
mills,.  All such activities would employ
many men. When the war is over, Great
Britain will have to spend an enormous
amount on effecting repairs to damaged
docks, ruined ecities and wrecked utilities.
Would it not be much better if we could
induee the British Government to co-operate
with the Commonwealth Government so that a
large proportion of the expenditure in-
volved could be effected in sparsely-sctiled
portions of the Empire? If we could estab-
lish huge industries in Western Australia
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form part of our defence system. We could
build houses for the people who will he
employed in the industries to be established.
That is the only means by which we ean
populate Austraila to such an extent that we
shall be able to hold it in the face of any
invader. We have illimitable resources of
coal, iron and other raw materials required
for shipbuilding and other industrial activi-
ties. As it is, we have not a population
that could possibly defend the country. We
ave constantly confronted with the danger
of logsing Australia to some other nation
requiring territory for her surplus popula-
tion and raw materials for her manufac-
tories. We may not always he fortunate
enough to have the British Navy ready and
willing to defend us. Had not Russia entered
the war on the side of Great Britain——

Hon. C. G. Latham: I do not think Russia
entered the war for the sake of Britain.

Mr. FOX: No, it was to defend berself.
Had Russiz entered the war on the side of
Germany, the Empire’s position would have
been desperate. In those cireumstances, Bri-
tain would have had her hands full and we
would have been in a very diffienlt position.
We have relied on the British Navy for too
long. 'We would do ourselves and the Bri-
tish Government a serviee if we were to
develop to the stage of being able to defend
ourselves. If we had a fleet of submarines
and 5,000 or 6,000 neroplanes, T believe we
could hold Australia against invasion, pro-
vided we had a larger population. The
transport problem confrenting an encmy at-
tempting to invade Australia would be so
difficult that it would make the task almost
imposgible. I think it would be of advan-
tage to the British Government in the post-
war period if assistance were rendered to
this State by the expenditure of money that
would make the problem of re-establishing
the population in eivil life easier of solu-
tion. By that means Australia would gain
population that is so urgently needed. After
150 years we have a population of 7,000,000.
I do not suppose we will add another seven
millions in the next century if we proceed
at our present rate of progress. Recently T
read an article dealing with eight families
who had come to Australia 40 years ago and
had at present only cight or nine dependants
in the Commonwealth. Flow can we populate
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Australia when that sort of thing is happen.
ing in our midst?

Hon. C. G. Latham: Those ave isolated
instances.

Mr. FOX: Yes. .

Hon. C. G. Latham: Look at the number
ot “Foxes” there ave about!

Mr. FOX: Some of them are fairly good.
The member for North-East Fremantle
(Mr. Tonkin) referred to the young man
who has gained distinetion in the R.AF.~—
Acting-Wing Commander H. 1. Edwards,
V.C, D.F.C. In his youth he lived in the
district I represeni and there laid the foun-
dations of the stuff that made a V.C. of him.
Let me mention another young man in the
person of Pilot Hooey, son of a Fremantle
tailor. He wag one of five young men sent
to Eugland by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to learn aviation. He bad passed his
course and had almost reached the stage of
returning to Australia when the war broke
out. He joined the R.A.F. and has made 35
bowmbing trips over Germany. On the last
of those trips he had the misfortune to lose
an eye, and I believe he is to be invalided to
Australia. In my opinion, & man who has
made 35 raids over Germany has done his
share.

The Minister for Mines: He is lucky to
zet through.

Mr, FPOX: Very lucky. 1 hope that the
services of this young man will not be lost
to Australia. When he returns the Common-
wealth Government should place him in &
position to impart his knowledge to young
men needing tuition. He is the stamp of
man we want.

The Leader of the Opposition spoke of
the shortage of skilled tradesmen in Western
Australia. T have hardly ever known of an
industry that could not get all the skilled
labour required. Until recently, I believe,
there was a slight shortage of shipwrights.
But 1 have known of young fellows who,
after having served five year’s apprentice-
ship, could not get a job in their trade.
YVoung men have been dismissed from the
Midland Junction Workshops after complet-
ing their apprenticeships because work could
not e found for them. A wagon builder
found it impossible to get a job at his frade.
He has done a lot of work as a carpenter,
but he could not get work at the trade, to
learn which he had given five years of his
life. Two or three years age a number of
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tradesmen went to New Zealand; the Gov-
ernment of the Dominion was actively search-
ing for skilled men. A number of men have
also gone to Whyalla, South Australia. 1n
all my experience, there has never heen n
shortage of tradesmnen here, and the desire
to get additional apprentices seems to hé
inspired by an entirely different purpose.

Mr. Abbott: It is to give the boys a
chanee.

Mr. FOX: They do get a chance.

Mr. Abbott: But they have to go else-
where in Australie.

Mr. FOX: At the dawn of the machine
age when each man owned his own tools, he
had sufficient apprentices to carry on the
trade. That is all we require now—suffeirm.
apprentices to carvy on industry. I know a
first-elass blacksmith who had come to Perth
from the Persevernnce Mine, Kalgoorlie. He
was engaged in Fremantle for a number of
years and did most of the repairs on ships
that came to the port—vepairs that called
for a good deal of initiative. He had to de-
vise ways and means for doing much of the
work. One day he was passing a Perth
foundry, and though he was over 60 years of
age, he went lo the manager and asked for
a job. The manager replied, “You are too
old; you would not be able to do the work.”
The man said, “Put me on alongside the best
man you have in the shop, and if I caunot do
a fair eut of work, you need not have me.
T know the trade inside out and, while som=
of your men were thinking how to do a job,
[ would have it done.” He met with refusal.
Had there heen a shortage of tradesmen, the
manager of the foundry would have jumped
at the offer. The blacksmith told me he did
not want a job but thought he would ask for
one to see what sort of a reply he received.
He bad really ealled to see a friend at the
foundry. There is an instance of a first-class
tradesman offering his services and heing re-
fused, so there conld have heen no shortage
of tradesmen. The manager of the Perser-
verance Mine told him that if he eared to
return at any time, there would be a job for
bim.

Under the Workers’ Compensation Aet
Brills disease is compensable, but the worker,
to get compensation, must prove that rats
and mice were prevalent on the premises
where the trouble was contraeted. The dis-
ease s transmitted by fleas on rats and mice,
and the sufferer develops a high temperature
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and might be laid up for weeks. In some
cases ‘the workers have heen able o secure
compensation, baving proved that rats and
mice were on the premises, but when clothes
are manufactured on premises where the
pests are prevalent and taken to a shop or
some other place where a worker develops
the disease, it is very difficult to get com-
pensation because he is not able to prove
that rats and mice were prevalent on the pre-
mises where he was employed. The Act
should be amended to provide that the faet
of a worker's c¢ontracting Brills disease in
the course of his employment should be suf-
ficient to bring him within the compensa-
tion provisions.

Another cavse of much concern is the
compensation for casual employees. If a
man working as a casual hand in a wool
store meets with an accident, he is asked
how much he has earned over the preceding
12 months. Usually such accidents oecur in
the peak periods, and but for the mishap he
might have had six months’ work in view,
during which he would earn the major por-
tion of his year’s income, In order to avoid
much friction between employers and
workers, it would be better to provide that a
casual employee should be compensated on
the rate of wages he was receiving when the
accident occurred.

Mr. Hughes: He night have the misfor-
tune to be receiving small wages.

Mr. FOX: He would be getting not Jess
than the basic wage. Such a man should be
compensated on the rate of wages he is re-
ceiving at the time, just as are the members
of the Waterside Workers’ Union.

Mr. Hughes: He might be getting £6
and somebody might be on £4 and the in-
jured man micht be compensated on the £4
rate.

Mr. FOX: No, he should be compensated
on the vate per day be is getting ai the time.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.wm.

Mr. FOX: Before the tea adjournment I
was speaking about a necessary amendment
of the Workers’ Compensation Aet. The
memher for East Perth (Mr. Hughes}, I
think, misunderstood me. The amendment
referred only to casual workers, and not at
all to men permanently employed. It would
apply mostly to workers in seasonal oeeu-
Pations, handling wool, or fruit, or employed
during the fat-lamb season. As those casual
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workers earn the bulk of their seasonal pay
during the flush period, they should, if they
are injured during that time, receive half
the proper wage. This would not include any
man permanently employed.

I regret that the Workers’ Homes Board
has not seen fit to build some homes on the
magnificent block of land donated to it by
the Fremantle City Council. I know of very
many men who have applied for homes on
that block, but have not secured them, having
been alloited homes in other districts. The
block is in a thoroughly healthy part of the
country, with good roads, and within easy
gecess to buses. I know that the Fremantle
City Council would be prepared to grant
other lands to the board. 1t has already
stated its readiness to give an area to the
MeNess Housing Trust. The board should
reciprocate by showing that it appreciates
the action of the City Council and build
homes as soon as it can. Water and electric
light are already laid on, Dozens of appli-
cations have been lodged, but in each in-
stance a home elsewhere has heen granted to
the applieant. I do not wish in any way to
reflect on the board, whose members are ren-
dering magnificent service. Perhaps they
have some good reason for mot building en
the block as soon as we think they should.

Another loeal matter I have to vefer tfo
is the Old Women’s Home at Fremantle.
It is disgraceful to have the instifution in
such a position as the present ome. The only
decent piece of ground, the only level spot,
available for those inmates who are able
to take recreation, has a large wool store
built on it, covering the entire front of the
home, Assuredly not & breath of air will
reach the home during the summer months;
the wool store will stop it sll. TIn addition,
there are the forts above the home. Re-
cently those forts engaged in gun practice.
At this time T was at Fremantle, a good
distance from where the gun practice was
going on. That practice wns near the home,
and would be hard on the nerves of the
old people. In fact, the practice was held
immediately outside the fence of the homne.
If the Government removed the institu-
tion and took possession of the stone, there
would be material enongh to build a terrace
of houses. ¥ do not know whether the
Commonwealth wants the whole of the land
for ail time; but, if it does, a good plan
would be to ask the Federal Government
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to take over the whole area now, and with
the resultant funds buoild a home  some-
where on the banks of the Swan, Assur-
edly I would not like to see s relative of
mine an inmate of the present home, not-
withstanding that the place is kept serupu-
lously clean. The building itself may he
described as all right, but it would also
be a good place for stowing wool. If a
nice home could be huilt on the river, with
good surroundings and scenery, the Gov-
ernment would be doing a national service.
Let me point out that the home is occupied
by ladies who have done the best that was
in them to build up this great State, and
that they deserve as much consideration as
do the old men, who are comfortably hounsed
at Claremont, T am indeed pleased that
the Government is building a technical
school ot Fremantle, Tenders have recently
heen called. The site selected is ideal for
the purposes of the school, whieh will fill
a long-felt want in Fremantle.

I wish to refer to a couple of matters
connected with the distriet I represent, and
then I shall conclude. The schoolmaster at
Bibrn Lake asked for £50 to be provided
for a water supply at the school. This will
interest the Minister for Lands. We have
an exeellent man in charge of the school.
He eame from the South-West, where he
had made many experiments conneeted
with agriculture, as to fodders and so on.
I belicve the member for Pingelly (Mr.
Sewanrd) knows the gentleman, who wants
this water supply to earry out experiments
at Bibra Lake. The piping required would
gost about £30, and with a supply of water
he would convert what is now a sandpatch
into an experimental farm. I particularly
urge upon the Minister for Lands as well
as the Minister for Education to see that
the amount is provided. It will be well spent.
The distriet is agricultural, and many of
the children attending the sehool will embark
on agricaltural pursuits afterwards. The
experimental seetion will be instruetive for
them, hesides benefiting the State.

A school is also required at Spearwood.
That is a growing distriet. Most of the
people there now have bezn settled in that
area for the last 30 years, and their children
ara getting married and setting up house.
The only place available for a school dur-
ing & number of years has heen the agri-
cultnral hall, which is altogether unsmit-
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able. I believe a school building is avail-
ahle for removal to that place. I hope the
Minister for Education will give the matter
his favourable consideration and that be-
tore long the much-desired school will be
established. T thank members, and have
pleasure in supperting the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-reply.

MR, HILL (Albany) [7.40]: Broadly
speaking, Mr. Speaker, we can divide our
work inio two parts. Our first duty is to
win the war; our second, to win through
when the war is over. Last year, when
speaking to the Address-in-reply debate, T
said that tactics were a matter for all ranks,
but that strategy was a matter for the Ad-
miral, the Genoral and the Statesman. T
have with me a book that I studied vears
ago, entitled “The Elements of Strategy,”
from which I would like to read a paragraph
or two. 1 feel confident that every member
will endorse what T read—

It is, however, necessary to point out that
though politicians must control, and be re-
sponsible for, the preparation for war, and
the cause of war, and declaration of war, yet
for politicinna to attempt to control strategy,
once the first shot is fired, or the frontier is
erossed, is to fly in the face of the pluinest
teachings of modern history.

Party politicians have ruined the reputation

of many a fine General. Thus the caveer of
onr greatest Genernl, Marlborough, was checked
in the full tide of its glory. Politicians were
respongible for the failures of many com-
manders in the campaigns of the Ameriean
Civil War till Grant, Sheridan, and Sherman
determired that they would conduet the war
in their own way or resign.
In 1914 a descendant of Marlborongh put
the finishing touch to the reorganisation of
the British Navy, which stood hetween the
preservation of our democracy and the do-
mination of the world by a military easte.
Tn 1940, we have still the Churchill at the
helm of the British Empire and he ig steer-
ing us through the greatest crisis in our
history. I am proud to say that we all
stand solidly behind Winston Chnrehill.
Personally, T am 100 per cent. behind our
own Prime Minister, although I am sorry
to say some things are being done by our
State Government that should not he done.

I am afraid members will be disappointed
if I say nothing on the subject of transport.
The finest speech that it has ever been my
privilege to hear was made on the 19th May,
1919, The Mayor of Albany was the proud-
est man in Australia when he stood up and
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said that hislory taught us that the British
Navy stood between Napoleon and his at-
tempt to dominate the world. “Qur esteemed
guest on this oceasion, Lord Jellicoe,” con-
tinued the Mayor, “had heen in charge of the
British Navy, which had stood between
Britain and the Kaiser and the fulfilment of
his ambition.” Lord Jellicoe, in his reply, was
grand. After speaking for a while he said,
“Of course, the Mayor in his remarks about
the Navy included the men of the merchant
service,” Thal was a wonderful and gener-
ous tribute and in every way worthy of that
fine man, Lord Jellicoe. I have here the
May, 1941, issne of the monthly magazine
“Port of London Authority.” The illustra-
tion shows the stern of a merchant ship, with
the red ensign. Under the illustration ap-
pears the following:—

The Mercantile Marine have carried on their
work with unfailing bravery. The time will
come when their many gallant deeds will be
made known to the world and that they have
not fought and died in vain. (H.R.H., the Duke
of Kent.)

I feel we should not give all the oredit to oar
fighting forees; we are inelined to overlook
the wonderful and valuable work that is be-
ing done by the men of the mevchant service.

I have here a cutting from the “West
Australian™ newspaper of the 27th May. It
is headed, “Transport Problems,” and is as
follows:—

““The merger of the Miuistries of Transport
and Shipping under Lord Leathers is regarded
as evidence that the Cabinet wants things al-
tered,’’ the paper states.  ‘'Previously, the
Transport Ministry suffered because it was a
junior portfolio. It can now be ranked as one
of the most important, beeause the war will
be won or lost in terms of transpert. Trans-
port saved the Dunkirk armies. The Battle of
the Atlantie i3 an attack on transport, while
the German victories have all resulted from new
transport methods for delivering men and
munitions in the right place at the right time."’
Shortly after making my speech last year,
my doctor ordered me away and I took a
trip through Australia. I kept my eyes open
while travelling and learned what T ecould
about fransport mafters. I am not a Foster
Fraser and do not intend to write a treatise
on that important subjeet, but what struck
me was that Natore had been far more gener-
ons to our State than to any of the other
States. Our transport problem is simpler,
but T am sorry to say that we pay less at-
tention to transport administration than is
paid to that matter by the other States. In
spite of our high charges, the loss on our
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transport serviees for the year 1939-40, in-
cluding interest, sinking fund and exchange,
was £840,000. Of our total revenue re-
ceived from taxation, 28 per cemt. was re-
yuired to make good that loss. That is not
ill. Even today our transpori services are
inferior and expensive and in some cases un-
safe.

P’veparations are being made for air raid
precautions and for a possible invasion. 1
hope these will continue. So¢ far, no air-
eraft has flown over and dropped bombs on
Australin, No foreign soldier has yet
landed on our shores; he will get a warm
reeeption if he does. We have, however,
suffered severely from the activitics of enemy
raiders. The member for lrwin-Moore (Mr.
Berry), when spesking to this debate, re-
ferred to the damage done at Nauru and sug-
gested that some aeroplancs should be sent
there. In a few minates the raider did
dumage to Nauru which is being felt
throughout Anustralia today. Aeroplanes,
however, have their limitations. Not long
ago & raider was reported off our coast and
some ships took shelter behind fortifications.
I could tell members a lot about this, but
shall not do so. Those ships sheltered in a
port well known to me. What arve we doing
with our wheat in this State? The wheat
at the southern part of the wheat belt is not
stored hehind fortifications; it is exposed to
any enemy raider that may approach our
coast, If ships came to the port to load the
wheat from the Great Southern, they also
would be at the merey of any raider. T
spoke about this matter last year and am
sorry that notbhing has been done fo reetify
the position. I hope steps will he taken
to ensure that ships loading wheat at
our southern ports will be able to do so
snfely.

We have heard much about our war in-
dustries, T realise that Western Australia
has had an unfnir deal compaved with the
rest of the Australinn States, but T am in-
clined to think that our State itself is some-
what at faul. Some vears ago a Federnl
Rayal Commission was visiting Albany and
T took the members for a trip up the Kalgan
River. One of the members of the Com-
mission, in conversation with me, said, “The
people of Perth and Fremantle are so husy
coraplaining abount the treatment they are
receiving from the Commonwealth that they
eannot see that the ountlying parts of Wes-
tern Australia have greater cause for com-
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plaint.” These outlying districis should re-
ceive attention.

I will go back now to the year 1910, when
Lord Kitchener, accompanied by Lord For-
rest, visited Albany. T was with the rest
of my battery at the light six-pounder guns.
Lord Kitchener and Lord Forrest were at
the six-inch guns. Lord Forrest came over
to one of my old friends and said, “You
men here have been neglected, but there 13
a change coming.”  Unfortunately, the
change was one which, owing to political
wire-pulling, we did not expect. I have good
reason to believe that statement. Had it nnt
been for political wire-pulling in 1910, and
the parochial attitude then adopted, Western
Australia today, instead of having that white
elephant the Coekburn Sound Naval Base,
which cost Australin £1,000,000, would have
had one of the leading naval bases in the
Southern Hemisphere, as well as a graving
dock and a shipbnilding yard.

The Minister for Mines:
sponsible for that?

Mr. HILL: The Labour Party!

The Minister for Mines: The Labour Party
was not in office in 1910,

Mr. HILL: The Minister is wrong. If
he will turn up the records, he wil} find there
was a general election in 1910, and Senator
Pearce became Minister for Defence.

The Minister for Mines: Oh! You are
referring to the Federal Government.

Myr. HILL: Yes; and in 1911 therve was a
Labour Government in this State. No one is
more anxious then I to see shipbuilding
undertaken in Western Australia. T could
take members a couple of miles from my
home and show them an ideal site which has
heen used as a slip for the bailding of
wooden ships. T eould show them where
{rees were cut down and the sawpit where
the timber was cut for the ships built on
that slip. I helieve one of the ships built
there sailed ns far as Fremantle. The old
chap who built the vessels was a man named
Peters, and he used te pull in and ont of
Albany in a dinghy. One nighi—-it was in
the days of the conviets, when a bell was
rang at § o’elock—Peters got in his dinghy
and started pulling for the Xalgan. I do
not know how long he pulled—whether it
was until daylight or not—but when he finally
happened to ook hehind him, he fonund that
he had forgotten to untie the boat! When
we talk about huilding wooden ships, it

Who was re-
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might well be asked whether we are moving
in the right direction. I do not want to
throw cold water on any scheme, but I can-
not see that small wooden ships would be
any good to us. In ihis State today we could
build iron ships, but I am afraid there is
only one place where that could be done, &nd
that is Albany.

I tell the member for South Fremantle
(Mr. Fox) that for big shipbuiiding it is
neceskary to have a large area of level land
nlongside deep water. Those conditions ob-
tnin at only one port, but reclamation wounld
be needed at the site I have in mind, namely
Princess Royel Harbour. Another need that
has been emphasised is the establishment of
a graving dock in Western Australia. There
has been an agitation for such a dock te be
established at Fremantle. Over £200,600
was lost in an attempt to construct a dock at
Fremantle for the Henderson naval base. An
eminent engineer was brought out to report
on the engineering difficnlties, and before he
would express an opinion as to whether a
graving doek should he constructed, he gave
instructions for a shaft to be sunk 50 fi.
long, 50 ft. wide and 50 ft. deep. Beforo
the required depth was reached, work had to
he abandoned on account of the porouns
nature of the ground. A year or two after
that, the then Premier of Western Australia
wtated that both the Commonwealth Govern-
ment and the State Government realised it
wounld he impracticahle to eonstruct a dock
in the vieinity of Fremantle. Two vears ago
another investigation was made hy Sir Leo-
pold Savile on behalf of the firm of Sir
Alexander Gibb and partners. If that re-
port is consulted, it will be found that he
vondemned Fremantle as a site for a dock.
Last year I had the privilege of inspecting
the site for a dock in Sydney with the
engineer-in-chief of the Maritime Services
Board of New South Wales. I am not an
engineer and obly say this for what it is
worth. From the information 1 have, I feel
confident that a dock eould be construeted in
Princess Royal Harbour for considerably
less than the cost of the dock to be built in
Sydney. Albany was last vear ruled out as
a site for a dock, because one of the essential
conditions was that enginecering works ought
to be available near such a dock. If we
conld adopt a policy that would result in
shipbuilding yards being established at Al-
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bany, we would have more chance of getting
a dock there.

Right throughout Australia it will be
found that cities are benefiting as a result
of the war. Most of the big cities have muni-
tion works, and other establishments connect-
ed with the war effort, but as one leaves the
cities and goes into the country, one finds
that the outer districts are feeling the ad-
verse effects of the war, Albany has never
been 80 dead as it is today.

The Minister for Mines: I am not sur-
prised at that.

Mr. HILL: Neither am I, considering the
unfair treatment it hag had. When the war
is over, the position will be reversed, and
industries that today are right up against it
will be expecied to put Australia back on its
feet. In July, 1918, I predicted that the last
war would be over by the end of Qctober or
the beginning of November. To be on the
safe side, I said I would give it up till the
date of my birthday, the 22nd November. I
do not propose to prediet when this war will
be over, but T agree with Mr. Eden that when
the end comes, it will come quickly, and we
need to be ready for it. As Mr. Eden points
out, Europe will be looking to Australia and
the other British Dominions for foodstuffs to
feed its people. An industry with which I
nm concerned, and which is feeling the ef-
fects of the war, is the apple and pear in-
dustry. The aequisition scheme has aroused
considerable adverse criticism.

My, Tonkin: A lot of it is warranted.

Mr, HILL: I beg to differ from the hon.
member. No matter what big scheme is
launched, mistokes are always likely to be
made.

Mr. Doney: There has heen a tewrific
amount of waste.
Mr. HILL: I agree. Tt hurt me s few

months ago to have to feed cartloads of
apples to the sheep instead of being able to
sell them, In Western Australia we consume
annually about 400,000 cases of apples and
pears, and we produce 1,500,000 cases. The
fruit industry in this State is more depend-
ent upon export trade than is the industry
in any other part of Australia. Fruit-
growers in the Eastern States have the hig
populations of Melbourne and Syduey to
which they ean look for a market, but in this
State there are only 460,000 people. The
position is aggravated in the southern end of
the State, which is far removed from the
only local market worth having. The apple
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and pesr growers there are 100 per cent.
behind the acquisition scheme, though those
adminigtering the scheme have not been 100
per cent. perfect in carrying out their work.
Great attention should be paid to the local
distribution and in this respeet the people
themselves can be of assistance. They should
aim at buying fruit not in single pound lots,
but in 10 1b., 20 b, or ease lots.

I would like to refer to the orchard tax.
I have been severely criticised becanse I sup-
ported that tax in this House, but I do not
regret the attitnde T adopted. Let me briefly
give the history of that {ax, We have an
Agricultural Department in this State—a
very efficient one—but insufficient inspectors
were employed to inspeet orchards and do
all that was necessary fo try io stamp out
the fruit-fly. Requests were made hy the
Fruitgrowers’ Assoeiation for greater finan-
cial assistance from the Government. The
Government should have provided that as-
sistance, but it refused to do so, and adopted
the attitude that if those in the fruit indus-
try wanted additional assistance, they
should finance it. Of the two evils, it is al-
ways better to choose the lesser. Taking
that stand, the association agreed to finance
the matter, and that led to the introduetion
of the orekerd tax. I am sorry to say that
though ihe tax was collected it was not all
used to provide additional inspectors. The
froit industry is up against it. Our State
has made a surplus of £11,111, and it is only
reasonable to suggest now that the orchard
tax be abolished and that additional inspec-
tors be provided out of Consolidated Re-
venne.

I also desire to refer to a disease that has
made its appearance in Western Australia,
and is affeating our orchards, namely “black
spot” or “apple scab.” Thiy is a fungus dis-
ease, Its first appearance on the apples
is in the form of a mark resembling a small
spot of soot. This causes a scob; hence
the name, “apple seab.” In severe ¢ases, the
fruit is badly shaped. To econtrol that
disease a spray consisting of bluestone and
lime is used, but very often the application
of the spray russets the skin of the fruit.
Owing to the normal freedom of Western
Australia from blackspot every effort is
made to stamp out the disease. Beeause of
that freedom the Western Australian apples
have been the only ones with clear skins.
Hence the anxiety to stamp out the discase.
The first outbreak was on the property of
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Mr. Enright at Mt. Barker, while the disease
also made its appearance on the orchard
conducted by Mr. Fontanini at Manjimup.
Two years ago there was an outbreak on the
orchards of three of my neighbours on the
Kalgan River. The Agricultural Depart-
ment, through its inspectors, has drastic
powers by which orchardists ¢an be com
pelled to stamp out the disease on thei
properties. Those drastic powers have beer
wielded in order to eradicate the diseast
from the affected properties. Among those
in that position were Mr. Enright, of Mt
Barker, Mr. Foutanini, of Manjimup, and
in my district Capt. A. E. Douglas, E
Douglas & Sons, and A. E. Maxton. Those
growers bore the brunt of the fight againsi
the disease,

The fruitgrowers of the State, by impos:
ing a levy on every case of export fruit.
provided the fund from which we have beer
able to assist the growers who had to pul
up the fight against the disease on then
behalf. Incidentally I was one of those
whose orchards were affected and I had tc
do a certain amount of spraying. The othes
growers provided my out-of-pocket expenses
for the purchase of spraying materials
The unfortunate part of the sitnation was
that the growers who had to bear the bruni
of the outbreak had to spray so heavily
that their fruit russeted. The Minister fo
Works, during a visit to the Kalgan River
saw some of the affected apples and I think
he will admit be found them good to eat
Because the apples were slightly blemished
the Federal Apple and Pear Board refused
to accept them as “faney” or “extra fancy’
and graded them merely as “good.” Thai
means that after these growers had put uy
such a stremunous fight in an efforf to stamg
out the disease, they had to be content witk
receiving 1s, less for their apples than othe:
growers were paid.

The Minister for Lands: We pressed
hard in your interests, you know.

Mr. HILL: I admit the Minister pressed
the Federa! Government for the payment
of an extra shilling to those growers, and
I thank him for his efforts. The atiituds
adopted by the Federal authorities was
that if they paid the extra money to
Western Australian growers, they would
have to make similar payments to growers
in the Eastern States. That suggestion is
so much “bosh” because the growers in
the Eastern States merely attempt to con-



232

trol the disease, whereas in Western Auas-
tralia our fight is to eradicate it altogether.
We put far more work into the eampaign
than did the growers in other parts of the
Commonweslth. I suggest to the Minister
that as be could not secure the payment of
the extrn shilling by the Commonwealth
authorities, it would be fair if the payment
were made from Consolidated Revenue. 1
trust that when the Minister visits Albany
shortly, he will be able to see the growers
and diseuss the matter with them on the
spot. We are under a debt of gratitude to
them for the work they accomplished, not
only for their own henefit, but for that of the
State as a whole.

Mr. F. C. L., Smith: Why is not the price
of apples much lower?

Mr. HILL: One reason is the eost of
distribution. It cost me about 3s. 6d. a
case to transport my fruit from the orchard
to the metropolitan market. I do not think
the priee charged in the retail shops in
Perth can he regarded as unreasonable.
The individual householder conld reduce
the cost if he were to buy case or half-case
lots, and, in addition, that would increase
the eonsumption of apples.

Mra, Cardell-Oliver: You can get 215 Ihs.
for 6d.

My. HILL: That is so.

Mr. Cross: What will he done with the
apples now in the cool store?

Mr. HTLL: They will be used for mar-
keting later in the season. I now come to
one of the most difficult problems confront-
ing the State. I refer to the fact that
Western Australin is one of the largest
self-governing units in the world, We have
half the popnlation centred in a small area
about the size of the Isle of Man. We
should formulate a policy the effeet of
which would be to distribuie the popula-
tion more effectivelv. We hear a lot of talk
about eentralisation, but we must realise
that wherever we go that policy applies. 1
have carefully studied this problem, and
have arrived at the conclusion that its
cause is largely wrapped up in that of
transport, and, in tnrn, that largely de-
pends upon ports. All over the world ship-
ping is entting out small ports and concen-
trating trade at the large ports. In Western
Australia the export trade should be
limited to the three major ports of Fre
mantle, Geraldton and Albany.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The first member of Parliament I met
when I visited the Eastern States last year
was Sir Robert Nicholls, the Speaker of the
House of Assembly in South Austraha.
He said to me. **You have a great country
at the back of Albany where yon ought to
be carrying a population of 2,000,000 souls.
A block on the King River or Kalgan River
aren would suit me.” To me it was rather
astounding to think that I had to go to
Parlinment House in Adelaide to secure
recognition of a fact that should he freely
eppreciated in Western Australia, If mem-
bers look at a map of this State and con-
gsider the arvea from which the Albany
Freezing Works draw supplies, they
will find that it cxtends roughly along the
northern houndary of the Blackwood River
and then follows the northern houndary of
the Wagin electorate to the rabbit-proof
fence. The area enclosed might he de-
séribed as a seecond Vietoria. Today it
carries a population of only 40,000 and I
believe it is the largest under-populated
areq in the temperate zone anywhere in the
world. We must face the fact that if that
part of Australia is not populated we shall
not he able to hold it. In a position cor-
responding on the map to “Bateman's Little
Village”—I refer to Melbourne—we have
Albany and the progress of that portion of
Western Australia, of which it is the outlet,
depends largely upon the development of
the port of Albany. I have to thank the
Minister for Lands for having proved that
statement.

For many years the freezing works at
Albany operated at a loss and were used
largely for storing frnit. I was present at
& meeting at that port when the then Director
of Agriculture said that the produetion of
the Albany zone did not warrant the estab-
lishment at the port of freezing works for
export lambs. Three or four years later a
couple of gentlemen approached the Minister
for a lease of the freezing works in order
to develop them for the frozen lamb trade.
The Minister ignored the port zone system
and encouraged the firm to use the works
at Albany. He stood behind the enterprise
and encouraged growers well beyond the
Albany zone to send their lambs to the port
of Albany. He also introdueed legislation
permitting a limit to be placed on the pom-
ber of freezing works in the State. I con-
gratulate him on having brought down that
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legislation, beeause the surest way to kill the
frozen lam) trade is to over-stock it with
freezing works. I congratulate him on the
judgment be has shown in issning licenses.
I have followed his actions closely, and I am
satisfied that when he has issued these
licenses, there has heen only one thought in
his mind, and that has heen to do what was
best for the State.

In South Australia may be seen a striking
example of how a policy of sound port
development encourages production. I onee
heard a Minister of the Crown sneer at the
muddy Port Adelaide river. I wish he could
have been with me when I visited that port
12 months ago. The general manager of
the Harbour Board tock me on the river.
I went to QOshorne to the coal wharf where
no less than 450,000 tons of coal is handled
annually. The coal is picked np hy grabs
3 tons at a tiume, and put on to a conveyor
belt 42 inches wide, which by the way costs
33s. per foot. There is 10,000 feet of that
belting. On one side a power station pro-
vides current for the indnstries that are
being built up around Adelaide; on the
other side are the gas works and a railway
depot. As I went down the river I passed
the Imperial Chemical Industries Works,
which have a eapital of £2,000,000. Those in-
dusiries were able to aequire freehold land
abutting the wharf frontages. Proceeding
down the river I passed the superphosphate
works and the oil depot, each with its own
water front. The wharves at Port Adelaide
are a thing of beanty designed to handle pro-
ducts turned ont by the large industries of
that State. Not far from the Port Adelaide
river I saw an area of 7,000 acres that had
been resumed and £3,000,000 was being spent
on munition works. At present three slips
are being built and vessels up to 15,000 tons
are to be eonstructed.

At Albany we have an example of how
port negleet will hinder the progress of a
province. The woollen mills, the only
gecondary industry there, arve severely handi-
capped hecause of the neglect of the port,
while the guestion of moving the mills to
Fremantle is under consideration more or
less all the time. Qur producers are handi-
capped in every way. At Albany we have
to pay 7d. a gallon more for our petrol
than is paid in the metropolitan area. ‘When
the Apple and Pear Acqnisition Investiga-
tion Committee was in Albany recently, I
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gave evidence. The chairman asked, “How
much do you pay for petrol?’ I replied,
“Three shillings a gallon.” He exclaimed,
“What, 3s., and you have a harbour like
this!” Sinee 1924, when the Labour Party
took office, the total expenditure on the port
of Albany has been £1,259. The average ex-
penditure on the port of Fremantle has been
about £1,400 per week, and yet we hear
talk about the complaints from Albany!
We have an asset there that eannot be neg-
lected. In the hinterland is country worthy
of and in need of moderm port facilities.
We requested the Minister for Works to
undertake certain reclamation work at
Albany, but he has refused every request
we have made. At one deputation he asked,
“Why do yon want more land down there$
There is plenty of land in Western Aus-
tralia.” I could point ont 200 or 300 ncres
of land at the Kalgan that was purchased
for 1s. 84. an acre. T could also take the
Minister tn a man in St. George's-terrace
who paid £3,000 for an acre of land
at Albany—the block now being used
by Woestralian TFarmers Ltd. A few
weeks ago wool brokers visited Albany to
consider the question of stores for wool
appraisement, hut no land was available.
Across the railway line from Waestralian
Farmers Ltd. is an area that a dredge lying
idle there could reclaim for £400 an aere.
Alongside it is land worth £3,000 an aere. A
German captain visited Albany on one ocea-
sion and after looking around said, “I eannot
make it out. If we had this port, it would
be full of ships.” T appeal to the Govern-
ment to extend fo the southern end of the
State the consideraton that it wounld like to
receive from the Commonwealth Government.

I1f we look at the early maps of Australia,
we find that New Sounth Wales embraced the
whole of the eastern section and that later
the eastern part was divided into the three
States of New South Wales, Vietoria and
Queensland. South of the line T have already
deseribed, we could have another State in
Western Australia—a second Vietoria. I
have made a rough ecaleulation from which
it appears that, if this new State was formed
and we took over the proportion of debt
from the rvest of Western Australia, we would
be able to reduce taxation eonsiderably, be-
canse our debt would be much below £200
per head. Transport facilities, thanks to
nature's gencrosity, instead of being a drag
on the taxpayers, would be revenue-prodne-
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ing. But I do not suzgest the formation of
another State. I suggest that the Govern-
ment pay atfention to the southern end of
our State, follow the lead of the Minister for
Lands, and give that distriet encouragement,
and then it will be found capable of helping
considerably to pu! Western Australia on
its feet again.

I should like to refer briefly to two very
fine gentlemen who have heen lost to this
State, the late Mr. E. Y. Butler, magistrate,
and the late Mr, F. M. Reedy, headmaster of
the Albany High School. I first met Mr.
Butler about 37 vears ago and, in the inter-
vening time, he had been engaged upon im-
portant work throughout the State. He
served overses with the first A.LF. and after
his return eontinued to prove himself a very
worthy citizen. As a magistrate he carried
out his duties without fear or favour, and
with taet, ability and sympathy. As a pri-
vate citizen he was ever ready to assist in
cvery possible way. It will be very hard in-
deed to replace Mr. Butler. Mr, Reedy had
been hendmnster of the High School at
Albany ever sinee it was built. He never
married; the school took the place of a wife
and he had a very large family of school
children. Thronghout Western Australia
may be found a large number of men and
women who have reason to be grateful to Mr.
Reedy. Included in the number are a son
and daughter of mine. Although those two
gentlemen have passed away, they will be re-
membered for their noble example. If we
follow their example and do all we can for
the town, the State and the Empire, we shall
nat go very far wrong.

On motion by Mr. Wilson, debate ad-

Journed.

House adjourned at 8.17 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m. and read prayers.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,

Seventl Day—Conclusion.
Debate resumed from the 14th August.

HON. H.T,.. ROCHE (South-Fast) [4.33]:
When I spoke on the motion for the adoption
of the Address-in-reply last year, I sug-
gested that it might be well for Australia—
I think that at the time I mentioned Western
Australia only—if the State Parliaments
were taken more into the confidence of the
Federal Government and if secret sessions
of the State Parliaments were held. Y sug-
gest that if the Premniers and some of the
Ministers of State (jovernments could attend
a secret session at Canberra, and were cm-
powered to report back to their several Par-
linments, an excellent opporfunity would he
afforded to clear away some of the miscon-
ceptions that I feel sure animate even to-
day some sections of the community re-
garding the present war situation. Althongh
by no means a defeatist, for I have an ahid-
ing faith in the British-speaking races and
in the efforts of which they are eapable dur-
ing a period of stress such as the present,
at the same time it seems to me foolish that
80 many of our people shonld be permitted
to remain blind to present day implications.
I bave heard argued emphatically and
determinedly the claim that in view of what
has happened recently in Russia, the Ger-
mans will be overcome by the Russians and
that the war will be ended by Christmas,

Hon. A, Thomson: That is wishful think-
ing.

Hon, H. L. ROCHE: Yes, but I doubt if
it even represents thinking. Members will
agree that our five members in the House
of Representatives must find it exceedingly
difficult to attend to matters affecting the
whole of Western Australia, particularly in
times of stress such as the present. They
must find it almost impossible to keep in
close contact with their 40,800 or 50,000



